Abstract:
The central concern of the presentation is to decipher the relevance of comparative
literature in the context of an inquiry within the parameters of liberal arts. Apart
from an attempt to define ‘comparative literature’ by highlighting the
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary dimensions, the presentation aims to unravel
certain theoretical postulates that become relevant for inquiries within comparative
literature. Some of the important concerns of the presentation would be – how
could one go about comparing the literatures, and literatures with other branches
of investigation under the rubric liberal arts? What are the grounds for comparison
for a research inquiry in comparative studies? And what are the important areas of
research in comparative studies that have acquired global significance? An
attempt would be undertaken to highlight the major characteristics features of
various schools of comparative literatures such as the French, the American and
the Russian Schools of Comparison. The presentation seeks to bring in certain
approaches within comparative studies such as genology, morphology,
historiology and thematology, and deliberates upon their relevance and
significance.
The presentation also alerts us towards the necessity of
incorporating comparative studies in the context of research and pedagogical
curriculum within Humanities and Social Sciences.
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